BOAT SPEED LIMTS

With the peak boating season upon us it’s a good
time to consider speed limits, especially in the
marina and in when a vessel is within proximity to
others. This also applies to “jet-skis”. Four knots
— or about seven kilometres per hour — is the main
limit to remember. This applies in all waters in the
marina, but also when within 50 metres of kayaks,
divers, swimmers and unpowered recreational
vessels. This four-knot limit also applies within 30
metres of any vessel whether stationary or underway
which may be adversely affected by wash from
another vessel. Reports of dangerous breaches can
be made to SA Police on 131 444.

WALLAROO-LUCKY BAY FERRY

The service has been suspended indefinitely with the
sale of the Spencer Gulf Searoad vessel Aurora V.
The operators say they have been unsuccessful — so
far - in securing a replacement vessel and “thanked
customers for their patience and understanding”.
There is no indication of when the service will
recommence, with the company waiting on final
approval of plans for a new, electric-powered vessel
prior to commencement. They also anticipate some
delays relating to required dredging permits from
the SA Environment Protection Agency.

NEXT EDITION AND WCDA MEETINGS

Next meeting will be Friday, January 13, 2026,
2.30pm at Triple B Café. The coming edition of
the newsletter will be for Autumn 2026 issue.
Suggestions for content should be directed to
Andrew Male at amaleamaleamale@gmail.com. News
can also be accessed at the What’s On In Wallaroo
Community Page found at wallaroo.community.au and
available on Facebook and Instagram.

WALLAROO

Community Sports Club

CALL INTO THE
SPORTS CLUB

© Club meals available on the second
Friday of each month
© Happy hour 5-7pm every Friday night
© Great function facilities —
enquire to book
© Locals and visitors welcome

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES SA

Fire and Emergency
Services SAis a
family-owned business
that specialises in
maintenance of fire
safety equipment

and maintenance.

The business operates
on Yorke Peninsula as
YP Fire and Safety,
supported by a

great team. The team’s primary aim is to
partner with you to ensure you are meeting
your legal (and moral) obligations regarding
fire safety. For more information please
visit website http://fessa.com.au

YPFS

CONTACT

Wallaroo Community Development Association
President: Andy West 0418 859 656.

()] nstagram. | w75 facebook

Due date for articles or suggestions
for next edition will be close of business

on February 27, 2026

Disclaimer: The WCDA and editor of Wallaroo News, Andrew Male,
accepts no liability for the correctness of information, or for any opinions
expressed in this publication. Allmaterial submitted is done so at the risk
of the submitter’s risk and can be subject to inclusion or editing at the
discretion of the editor. While due care is taken we can not accept for
liability for any material submitted and/or published in any form.
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With the arrival of summer comes a season of
uncertainty to Wallaroo and all South Australia’s gulf
communities. The Algal Bloom has been a major
concern not only for coastal towns and settlements,
but others in the region impacted through the
potential “knock-on” effects on visitor numbers
during what has traditionally been the busiest time of
the year. The obvious challenges brought about by
fishing bans and catch limitations have been the topic
of much discussion, but the changes to visitation
patterns may also pose risks to people and businesses
inland who rely on the extended “service” trade.
With the risks come potential rewards, and of course
the traditional Christmas and New Year celebrations
will continue a rich history of happiness and light.
One who sees the impact of the recent uncertainty
first-hand is Michael Byrne, manager of the Wallaroo
Holiday Park. He says that after an initial period
of cancellations in the early stages there were some
cancellations he attributes to widespread media
coverage. Much of this now appeared premature.
More up-to-date information seemed to be helping,
with tracking for the summer holiday period pretty
much “on track”.

He suggested a temporary “buy-out” of professional
fishing quotas from those based outside the mid and
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North Beach, Wallaroo

lower Spencer Gulf region to help avoid over-fishing
by visiting “professionals” struggling to maintain
their businesses. While there would be a short-term
cost, in the longer term it would help protect fishing
stocks for all. Another idea was to introduce a partial
allowance of schnapper for recreational fishers.
It was a similar story at the Wallaroo Beachfront
Tourist Park near Office Beach. Manager Miranda
Giles said there had been a small wave of uncertainty
when early reports of the potential impacts of the
Bloom had led to concerns about the safety of the
beaches along with fishing. This had settled in recent
weeks, and forward bookings were looking steady
for the traditional holiday period. She said there was
a significant number of “rebooks” (where visitors
booked the same site around the same time each
year) and these had held firm.

Mac’s Villas were also holding up well, with the
traditional holiday season buttressed by a steady
stream of corporate bookings for visiting professionals.
Spokesperson Tanya Stevens said organisations
including SA Health, SA Power Networks and others
relied on the villas to temporarily accommodate staff.
This had become more noticeable with the difficulties
in finding suitable residential accommodation
throughout Wallaroo.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Well, just when you might have thought things could
not get more unpredictable — along comes 2025. The
year we are soon to farewell has featured a fair share
of surprises.
That mid-year scare over the Algal Bloom had
the potential to upend many planned holidays and
businesses. Thankfully, it appears our bit of coastline
has been spared the worst of it and things are settling
down as far as fears over safety and fishing.
It’s been a solid year for the WCDA. We have continued
to work towards the betterment of Wallaroo for all
and have enjoyed several highlights, along with the
continued success of existing projects.
This includes the Cyclingwithoutage initiative which
went from strength to strength, due in no small part to
the generosity of Masonic Services, the volunteer pilots,
organisers and the Copper Coast Council. It has been a
special privilege for WCDA to be able to support this,
and to see the happiness if brings to those passengers
who might otherwise be confined indoors.
If you look around in the Christmas season you will see
the seasonal decorations (complete with Santa on the
Lighthouse). Again, this is something we are very proud
to be involved with and thanks to CCC, NRG Electrical
and YP Cranes for their ongoing support.
We recently held the Annual General Meeting and there
have been some changes on the committee. Beth Cock
is stepping back from her role as treasurer and we thank
her for her terrific work over the years. Trevor and Jan
Cox will share the job for 2026, while Trevor is stepping
down as vice-president. Those who know Trevor and
Jan will know just how much they put into the Wallaroo
community and how they have done so for more than
35 years. We owe them a great debt of gratitude. I will
remain as president for 2026, and Phil Foxwell will
serve as deputy. I do not plan to renominate beyond
2026 and, like all the management committee intend to
consider the year to be one of transition.
Organisations need new ideas to evolve and flourish
and ours is no exception. New people bring fresh ideas
and perspectives, which are essential to any healthy
community. We’re hoping to get more people involved
in coming months. Details of our regular meetings can
be found on the back page of this newsletter.
At the time of writing we are approaching Christmas.
On behalf of the WCDA I wish you and yours all the
very best for the festive season, and a happy new year.
- Andy West, President WCDA

MAGPIE CHICK A NESTLESS GUEST

Another feature of the late spring and early
summer has been the nesting period for magpies
and sometimes things can come “unstuck”. Little
Maggie somehow became separate from her
family and seems to have adopted the Wallaroo
Holiday Park where she has been cared for until
she’s ready to return to the wild. Lately she’s been
disappearing for a few days at a time and her
human carers are expecting she will go back to a
more traditional magpie lifestyle as she matures.
Until then she has kept many visitors company
since her spring arrival. Actually, nobody is
known to have worked out Maggie’s gender, but
“she” seems right.

FISHING LIMITS

There have been new limits applied to recreational
fishers which will remain in operation until
further notice. These are related to the impacts
of the state’s Algal Bloom and are expected to be
reviewed by the State Government in June 2026.
While there are various new restrictions in Spencer
Gulf the “rule of thumb” is generally a 50 percent
cut in limits for most of the more commonly
targeted species. So, for instance the daily limit
for legal King George Whiting is now five per
person or 15 per boat. The garfish limit is now
15 per person or 45 per boat. The changes apply
to recreational fishers and charter boats. There
are further species listed and full information is
available on pir.sa.gov.au and can be accessed by
using the “Fishing limits quick lookup” page.

*I* Community Care and Transport Inc. -

‘f " Your community not-for-profit organisation
CARE IN MOTION  Eriendly volunteers helping people from the Yorke Peninsula and into the Mid North

* C ity Transport * C ity Visitors

« Centrelink Agent (Minlaton Office) = -  —

www.communitycareandtransport.org.au

1300 132932
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MARINA REBUILD

WHAT’S ON, WHEN & WHERE IN WALLAROO

The Wallaroo Marina has been undergoing significant
repairs after receiving reports from maritime engineers
that to avoid doing so would put the facility at long-
term risk.

Owners of the berths have jointly funded this work,
which is managed under a “strata” type arrangement.
Berth owners will be asked to support significant
changes to internal regulation relating to sizes and
weights of vessels using the facility after engineering
reports have revealed damage caused by incorrect
securing have damaged the shared infrastructure. The
proposed changes would make individuals legally
responsible for repair of any future damage shown to
be caused by breaches of such requirements.

The project cost on completion exceeds $1.5 million.
In a recent report to owners a spokesman for the
Marina Working Group said the major work program,
carried out by MH Engineering, was nearing its
conclusion — and that it was to be expected the berths
would “arguably” increase in value because of the
significant structural improvements.

It is anticipated the new maritime engineering works
will last decades. This expectation was enhanced by
potential improvements in management of the facility
to offset previous damage.

The project has involved driving a series of new
12-metre piles about 3.5 metres below the seabed,
leaving an average above-water eight of Sm. The new
piles are very strong and protected by sealed sleeves to
eliminate rust and dissuade roosting seabirds.

There was a significant amount of related work. One
of the major challenges related to the density of the
bedrock beneath the marina site which was found to
be 300 percent harder than structural concrete. This
meant some of the planned piles could not be driven
in as intended, although the engineers are working to
resolve this using existing structures and materials.
The MWG noted that three “king” tides and storm
winds of around 65 kilometre per hour during the
reconstruction had not impacted the new structure,
which was highly encouraging.

A spokesman informed owners that there had been
substantial repairs to walkways and fingers that had
suffered substantial damage due to a combination
of storms of oversize vessels and/or their improper
securing.

In other news from the marina, recent efforts to
encourage the marina developer/owner Crystal
Corporation to expand the berths and/or build a
pontoon outside the Ale House have attracted little
interest at this stage.

The housing developments along and around Inverness
Way continue apace, with major structural earthworks
around the Way nearing completion.

An apartment project planned to the south — not
financially related to the marina — is yet to commence.

Wallaroo Bowling Club

If you are new to the local community or recently
retired and have a desire to learn a new sport we
encourage you to give lawn bowls a try.

The WBC greens are indoors undercover at 2a
Cornish Terrace, Wallaroo.

The greens are available for a casual roll on
weekdays from 9am until 4pm (with Thursday
mornings booked for women’s pennants). Speak
to the office staff for details of green fees and
membership categories. All categories include
membership to the Wallaroo Community Sports
Club and entry in the 6pm draw each Friday night.
Contact the club on 0488 232 654 during normal
office hours, Monday to Friday, for details.

Tai Chi
Saturdays at 8.30am, at St Mary’s Anglican Hall
in Hughes Street. Wear something comfortable. A
small fee ($4) is sought from each participant to
assist in hall hire. Contact Margie Davies on 0418
859 312.

Friends Group

Catch up over a coffee or tea for an informal chat
in a friendly environment. Happening at Triple
B Café¢, Evans Road, on the second Tuesday of
each month. All are welcome, especially those
who might be new to our community. For further
details contact Cathy on 0434 907 871.

Silo Light Show

Images from Wallaroo centered around themes
of local history, industry and social aspects. The
show commences at 9pm for December 2025 and
January 2026. Commencement reverts to 8.45pm
from February. There is a 20-minute countdown
and audio can be tuned on 88.3FM on a standard
radio.

Friday Night Meals at Sailing Club

From 5.30pm, friendly atmosphere with an
excellent menu and bar facilities. Everybody
welcome. Bookings are highly recommended.
For information call 0419 178 988.

Lions Markets

The next will be the Christmas markets on
Saturday, December 13. Scheduled to run
from 9am until 1pm, Santa is due to make his
appearance at 11am and will be greeting children
until 12.30pm, with each child receiving a gift.
The first of 2026 will be on Saturday, January 24,
and there will be a special event will take place
at New Year’s Eve from 4pm till 8pm in the park
west of the library on John Terrace. There will no
markets for February 2026, and the next will be
on March 14. The markets are held in the grounds
surrounding the Wallaroo Town Hall. Further
information from Sharon on 0434 048 418.



